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ENTITY MEMBER PRESENT PROXY 

AVOCA ROBERT WHITEHORN     
BELLA VISTA DOUG TAPP X  
BENTON COUNTY JUDGE BARRY MOEHRING   

JOSH BEAM X  
JAY FRASIER (TRACY BACKS)   

BENTONVILLE DENNIS BIRGE X  
DAN WEESE X  

CAVE SPRINGS MAYOR RANDALL NOBLETT   
CENTERTON MAYOR BILL EDWARDS X Alan Craighead 

LORENE BURNS X  
DECATUR MAYOR BOB THARP   
ELKINS MAYOR TROY REED X  
ELM SPRINGS MAYOR HAROLD DOUTHIT   
FARMINGTON MELISSA McCARVILLE X  

FAYETTEVILLE 
JONATHAN CURTH X  
PAUL LIBERTINI X  
CHRIS BROWN X  

GENTRY MAYOR KEVIN JOHNSTON   
GRAVETTE KURT MADDOX    
GREENLAND MAYOR JIM RENFROW   
HIGHFILL JEREMY JOHNSON   
JOHNSON MAYOR CHRIS KEENEY   
LITTLE FLOCK MAYOR JEFF VAN SICKLER X Nicole Gibbs 
LOWELL KAREN DAVIS X Mayor Chris Moore 
PEA RIDGE MAYOR NATHAN SEE   
PINEVILLE MAYOR GREG SWEETEN   
PRAIRIE GROVE MAYOR DAVID FAULK   
ROGERS LANCE JOBE X  

SHAWN GRINDSTAFF   
JOHN MCCURDY   

SILOAM SPRINGS BEN RHOADS (VICE CHAIR)   
KEVIN MOORE X  

SPRINGDALE PATSY CHRISTIE (CHAIR) X  
RYAN CARR X  

TONTITOWN MAYOR ANGELA RUSSELL X Mark Latham 
WASHINGTON CO. BRIAN LESTER X Bridget Russell 

SAM ATA X Judge Patrick Deakins 
JEFF CROWDER   

WEST FORK MAYOR HEITH CAUDLE   
WINSLOW ANN MALKIE   
NWARPC TIM CONKLIN X Elizabeth Bowen 
BEAVER H2O DISTRICT CODY HUDSON   
OZARK REG. TRANSIT JOEL GARDNER X  
RAZORBACK TRANSIT GARY K. SMITH X  

(ADAM WADDELL)   
U OF A SCOTT TURLEY  

(JAY HUNNEYCUTT) 
 

X 
 

McDONALD COUNTY COMM. BRYAN HALL   
MoDOT FRANK MILLER X Britni O’Connor 

(MARVIN MORRIS)   
NWA NATIONAL AIRPORT AARON BURKES X  

ARDOT PLANNING AND 
DISTRICT 9 

CHRIS DILLAHA X  
(SUNNY FARMAHAN)   
STACEY BURGE X  
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NWARPC STAFF: Elizabeth Bowen; Nicole Gibbs; Tim Reavis; Cristina Scarlat  

OTHERS: Taylor Robertson (Bella Vista); David Wright, Luke Aitken, and Wade Tomlinson (Bentonville); 
Matt Mihalevich and Dane Eifling (Fayetteville); Rick Long and Tim DeWitt (Gravette); Kent Laughlin 
(Rogers); Olivia Moore (XNA); Keaton Smith (Fayetteville School Board); Anna Negret and AJ Cook (CEI); 
Aaron Boehmler (Burns and McDonnell); Jon Moran (Horner Shifrin); Kevin Beaumont (McClelland); Ron 
Petrie and Zach Moore (Garver); Jennifer Sloan and Donna Roche (ORC); Isaac Stevens (Public); and Ron 
Wood (NWADG). 
 

NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD IN-PERSON AND VIRTUALLY; VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION CONTINUES TO BE 
OFFERED AS NWARPC REMAINS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

The in-person and virtual NWARPC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting was called to order 
by Chair Patsy Christie at 10:30 a.m.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 

In-person attendees named themselves, with Elizabeth Bowen naming the virtual attendees. Nicole 
Gibbs recorded member names and tallied votes. A quorum was reached. 
 

(3) APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 15, 2023 TAC MEETING MINUTES  
Chair Christie asked the Committee whether there were any additions or corrections to the meeting 
minutes and hearing none, requested a motion to approve the June 15, 2023 TAC Meeting Minutes.  
 
MOTION:  Mayor Chris Moore made a motion to approve the June 15, 2023 TAC Meeting Minutes. 
Paul Libertini provided the second. Motion passed unanimously.  

  
(4) FY 2024 STBGP-A/TAP/CRP PROPOSED PROJECT PRESENTATIONS BY APPLICANTS 

Chair Christie introduced the item with Elizabeth Bowen saying the applicants will be presenting their 
projects today in alphabetical order. She summarized available funding expected as follows:  
  

NWARPC FY 2024 Programs: 
• Surface Transportation Block Grant Program – Attributable (STBGP-A)-    approx. $11.0M 
• Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)-                                                     approx. $  1.2M 
• Carbon Reduction Program (CRP)-                                                                      approx. $   1.3M 

                                                                                                                                   approx. $13.5M 
 
Bowen summarized the FY 2024 funding programs timeline as follows:  
 

• Call for Projects – March 23, 2023 
• Application Deadline (Resolution Required) – July 14, 2023, at 4:00pm 
• Project Sponsor Presentation to TAC Committee – July 20, 2023 at 10:30am 
• Selection Committee Site Visits/Scoring/Rec – TBD 
• Selection Committee Recommendation to TAC – August 17, 2023 at 10:30am 
• TAC Recommendation to RPC/Policy – August 23, 2023 at 1:30pm 

 
Bowen said project sponsors will have two minutes to present their projects. There was discussion 
regarding the maximum grant amount to any single project being half of the available funding within 
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the program. Bowen summarized the applications received and said several projects applied for 
multiple funding sources. She said $22.8 million has been requested: 
 

• (15) Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBGP-A) Projects - $15,197,369 
o (8) Existing STBGP STBGP-A projects requesting additional funds - $12,616,969 
o (7) New STBGP STBGP-A projects requesting - $2,580,400 

• (9) Transportation Alternative Projects (TAP) - $3,651,174 
• (11) Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) - $3,965,174 

 
Bowen showed the following table of applications received, and noted that highlighted project 
request amounts signify funding that was requested in multiple categories; nine (9) projects were 
submitted for consideration in two or more funding programs: 
 

 
 
Bowen summarized the funding program requirements as follows:  
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• Resolution required 
• 80% federal/20 local matching (in cash) 
• This is a reimbursable program 
• Follow ARDOT Local Public Agency (LPA) Manual federal-aid process (ARDOT TRAINING CLASS CLASS) 
• Funds must be used for eligible projects 
• STBGP-A – must be a functionally classed road 
• Funds must be obligated by Sep 2024 

 
Bowen summarized the timeline for the Local Public Agency (LPA) Manual and the project 
development process. She summarized eligible activities and NWARPC focus areas for the Carbon 
Reduction Program (CRP).  
 
Project applicants gave presentations of their requests.  
 
Bowen confirmed the participants of the review committee and said a doodle poll has been 
distributed to establish a date and the site visit was confirmed for August 2, 2023. She said the site 
visit will be an all-day trip to visit the project sites and will also include discussions of scoring and 
recommendation. She said we will look specifically at the ability of projects to meet the obligation 
deadline. She said we have over $22 million in requests, and $13 million of funding, and many 
applicants will very likely not be awarded and will have to re-apply in the next funding cycle. She 
asked whether there were any questions.  
 
Chair Christie said we have always had enough applicants for the money, and we have never let any 
of the money go back.  
 

(5) ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION GRANT (CPRG) –
Agreement with Arkansas Energy & Environment (AEE) – Information Only 
 
Chair Patsy Christie said in the interest of time, we are going to move through some of this quickly. 
She said this item is for information only, and slides and more information will be distributed to the 
committee following the meeting.  

 
(6) PROJECTS AND OTHER UPDATES  

A. FY 2023 STBGP-A/TAP/CRP – Project Development 
Chair Christie introduced the item and Elizabeth Bowen said we just heard about requests for FFY 
2024 funding, and now we will discuss where we are with obligating last year’s FFY 2023 awards. She 
said this year we have had trouble getting Agreements of Understanding (AoU’s) and still have seven 
(7) missing agreements. She said we have a $1 million carryover limitation, however, ARDOT has 
verbally said that we will not lose the CRP funds due to delay with agreements. She summarized the 
following FFY 2023 project status table:  
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Bowen said the projects highlighted in yellow are obligated and those in tan we are working closely 
with project sponsors to get obligated before September 2023. She said we need everyone to keep 
moving forward toward obligation.  
 
Bowen showed and discussed a draft FFY 2023 obligation plan scenario: 
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Bowen summarized the projects currently in inactive status, particularly those that are on the current 
obligation plan. She said inactive projects need to move to the next step and submit reimbursement 
requests, as soon as possible as it will take several weeks to process on ARDOT’s side. She asked if 
there were any questions and there were none.  
   
B. Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Implementation Grants Update  
In an interest of time, Elizabeth Bowen said we will distribute the slides for this item.  
 
Bowen said we had previously announced that since we had already adopted the Comprehensive 
Safety Action Plan (CSAP) prior to USDOT getting the agreement of understanding to us, that we may 
be able to complete supplemental planning and demonstration projects with that funding. She said 
we have since heard that USDOT plans to rescind the funds. She said we followed up stating that 
although we did adopt a plan, there were many aspects of our scope of work that were not 
completed, including two demonstration projects, two safety videos, and several other things. She 
said they responded that they would review and let us know if they will approve the use of the funds.  
 
C. Other Grant Opportunity Updates 
Bowen said there are two new Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs), and she briefly summarized 
current grant opportunities as follows: 
 

USDOT Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs): 
• FY 2022/2023 Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-saving 

Transportation (PROTECT) Program - deadline August 18, 2023@ 11:59 PM EDT 
• Thriving Communities Technical Assistance (TCTA) program-(rolling applications) 
• NEW NOFO! Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program -deadline August 21, 2023 @ 

11:59 PM EDT (INFRA: $3-3.1 billion • Mega: $1.8 billion • Rural: $650-675 million) 
• NEW NOFO! Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) and Neighborhood Access and 

Equity (NAE) Combined Program–deadline September 28th, 2023 @ 11:59 PM EDT 
Arkansas State Grant Programs 
• ARDOT Intersection Improvement Program (IIP) 
• ARDOT Local Bridge Program (LBP) 
• AR Dept. of Parks, Heritage, & Tourism -Outdoor Recreation Grants Program 

 
Bowen said NWARPC plans to apply to the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program, 
which includes the INFRA, Mega, and Rural grant programs, for Highway 112 and Highway 612.  
 
Bowen shared that NWARPC, Ozark Regional Transit (ORT) and Razorback Transit received a 
$180,000 FTA Areas of Persistent Poverty (AOPP) grant for the Enhancing Equitable Transit 
Connections in Northwest Arkansas project.  
 

(7) COMMITTEE AND GROUP UPDATES 
A. Active Transportation Committee (ACT)  
This update was skipped in the interest of time. 
 

(8) PUBLIC COMMENT – Any public comment received via email will be provided to TAC members prior 
to the meeting and will become part of the meeting record.   

 
Chair Patsy Christie asked whether there were any public comments and there were none.  

https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/promoting-resilient-operations-transformative-efficient-and-cost-saving
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/promoting-resilient-operations-transformative-efficient-and-cost-saving
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5odWRleGNoYW5nZS5pbmZvL3Byb2dyYW1zL3RjdGEvIn0.aMOB_cOJlmYCe6caxjv0f_gPGjG2JlkzqYQZ6OEEyJo%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Cmariia.zimmerman%40dot.gov%7C9fe3f8ef63ef4ace3d3108db21961256%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638140700654388318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DCLcXKpDxSIYmJwuzJk3mWxmBzBTs%2BVbJicQSfG22FM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/mpdg-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rcnprogram/reconnecting-communities-and-neighborhoods-grant-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rcnprogram/reconnecting-communities-and-neighborhoods-grant-program
https://www.ardot.gov/divisions/program-management/local-project-administration-lpa/iip/
https://www.ardot.gov/divisions/program-management/local-project-administration-lpa/local-bridge-program-lbp/
https://adpht.arkansas.gov/office-of-outdoor-recreation/arkansas-outdoor-grants


NARTS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2023 AT 10:30 AM; DRAFT 

 

 
 Page 7 of 7 

 
(9) OTHER BUSINESS  

A. Future Meeting Dates:  
Chair Christie went over the future meetings as follows:  

• RPC/Policy Committee Meeting – Wednesday, July 26, 2023 @ 1:30 PM 
• TAC Meeting – Thursday, August 17, 2023 @ 10:30 AM 

 
B. Beaver Watershed Alliance, Smart Growth for Source Water Protection Forums #5 – August 17, 

2023 @11:30am, U of A Washington Co Extension Office, Fayetteville, more information here 
 

C. ARDOT State Rail Public Input Session – Thursday, July 27, 2023 @ 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 
NWARPC Conference Room, 1311 Clayton St, Springdale 
 

D. ARDOT Public Involvement Meetings - Hwys. 59 & 72 Corridor Study (Benton Co.) – more info here 
Meeting #1 – Tuesday, August 29, 2023 @ 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM, Gravette High School (Commons 
Area), 325 Lion Drive South, Gravette, AR 72736  
Meeting #2 – Thursday, August 31, 2023 @ 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM, Gentry Public Library (McKee 
Community Room), 105 East Main St. Gentry, AR 72737 
 

E. ARDOT Transportation Planning Conference – September 19-21, 2023, Wyndham Riverfront 
Hotel, North Little Rock, AR, more information here 

 
There was discussion regarding taking the request to the RPC/Policy Commission regarding 
supporting the registration cost for one TAC or RPC Member per entity.  
 
Chair Christie asked whether there is any other business.  

 
(10) ADJOURN 
 The meeting was ended at 11:54 am. 

https://www.beaverwatershedalliance.org/events/
http://www.ardot.gov/publicmeetings
https://www.ardot.gov/divisions/transportation-planning-policy/2023-transportation-planning-conference/

